


Be the Researcher!					Name:______________________

Instructions: Use the internet to research the following questions about viruses. You can use any mobile device: phone, tablet, computer, etc.

1.) Are viruses LIVING besides? Explain why or why not.


2.) What was the first virus ever found? When did it happen?


3.) Do viruses reproduce? If so, how?


4.) What type of genetic materials can you find in a virus?


5.) Do viruses affect certain living things? If so, who can be infected?


6.) To prevent viruses from spreading, what some things we can do to stop them?


7.) Can viruses survive without a host? If so, how? If not, why?


Construction: Be the BUILDER!				Name:______________________
Instructions
1.) Use clay, toothpicks, pipe cleaners to model the various virus structures.
2.) Be sure to label the different parts of the virus.
3.) List three types of each virus model on a sticky note beside the virus.
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Be CREATIVE!
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Capsid

Helical viruses,

like the Tobacco
Mosaic Virus, which
infects a number of
different types of
plants, have a slinky-
shaped capsid that
twists around and
encloses its genetic
material.

Capsid

Types of Viruses

DNA

Glycoprotein

Polyhedral viruses,
like adenoviruses,
which are known

to cause a range

of illnesses from pink
eye to pneumonia,
are composed of
genetic material
surrounded by a
many-sided capsid,
usually with 20
triangular faces.

RNA

Glycoprotein

Spherical viruses,
like the infamous
Coronavirus, are
essentially helical
viruses enclosed in a
membrane known as
an envelope, which
is spiked with sugary
proteins that assist

in sticking to and
entering host cells.

Tail fiber

Complex viruses,
like bacteriophages,
which infect and kill
bacteria, resemble
a lunar lander, and
are composed of a
polyhedral “head”
and a helical body
(or “tail sheath”),
and legs (or “tail
fibers”) that attach
to a cell membrane
so that it can transfer
its genetic material.
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